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Essentials Checklist
The key ingredients for a successful start include:
High-speed, B Internet access
		 24-hour access is ideal, limited access can be problematic.
The right equipment
		 Current hardware requirements are listed here.
The right software
		 Current software requirements are listed here.
Basic art supplies
		 Pencils, paper and an eraser are essential for most classes. Some classes may require additional art supplies.
		 Check the course description and material requirements for details.
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A designated work area
		 Preferably a quiet location where you can work without interruption.
Time
While the online schedule is somewhat flexible, a full-time student should anticipate devoting approximately 20-25
hours a week to schoolwork.
A financial plan
Be sure to remain in close contact with your student finance counselor (Student Common > My Contacts).
A back-up plan
Inevitably things go wrong and technical issues cannot be used as an excuse for late work. Be sure to back up work
in progress and identify alternative Internet access options should you experience trouble with your home connection.
Clear objectives
		 Why are you investing your time, money and energy in pursuit of an education in graphic design? Use this guide to
develop your academic and career goals – a clear path to success will help you remain focused and inspired.
Your “thinking cap”
Be prepared to push, stretch and grow as a “thinker.” Just as any form of exercise can cause soreness at first,
improved strength can be the final outcome.

Take a few minutes to become acquainted
with the different career options within the
graphic design industry. Click on each
icon to read a brief description of each
type of graphic designer.

CAREER
PATHS
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Choosing a Career Path

Before deciding on a specific career path, it is
helpful to consider the skills you will need to
acquire to be competitive in your chosen field.
Graphic designers demonstrate their skill levels
and abilities to potential employers in a portfolio
of their work. Click on each icon in the shoe
print to learn more about each skill set.

Identify a Clear Objective
As a design student, your primary objective is to develop a strong portfolio presentation
that is indicative of your interests and skill level. You should begin to focus on this objective
immediately by identifying the type(s) of graphic design work you are most likely to pursue.
What type of graphic designer would you like to be? Let your natural abilities be your guide.
Do you like to draw, doodle or work with a variety of mediums?
Could you be adept at visually simplifying complex ideas or information?
Are you a lover of words and all things relating to text?
Could you enjoy interpreting text, organizing content and paying close attention to detail?
Do you relish the brainstorming process and striving to
“push the creative envelope?”
		 Are you interested in conducting market research and using psychology and other
means to influence your audience?

Do you have a talent for “plotting the course?”
Are you excited by the idea of creating experiences and virtual environments to
engage your audience?
Are you able to learn new software quickly and follow detailed
	instructions with ease?
Could you be content focusing on the technical side of design while executing the
ideas of others?

Choosing a Career Path

Are you most comfortable when working three-dimensionally?

Other Considerations

Choosing a Career Path

You may find you are initially drawn to a number of career options. That’s
okay, this is the time for you to explore your choices – you don’t have to
commit to a particular path immediately and you can always change your
mind as you move forward. However, there is an advantage to narrowing
your focus by the time you begin to market yourself as a graphic designer.
Remember, your portfolio should emphasize the skills associated with the
type of design work sought. As such, you are encouraged to work toward
establishing specific career goals. Click the icon below to check out the
student workshop recording for additional guidance.

The AiP-OD Graphic Design department offers three programs – each geared towards achieving a specific overall skill level in graphic design:
• Introductory Level: Digital Design Diploma
• Basic Level: Graphic Design AS
• Advanced Level: Graphic Design BS

Design Skills
Art Skills
Conceptual Skills
Process Skills
Typography Skills
Graphic Software Skills

Marketing & Communication
Introductory Level

Digital Design Diploma

Basic Level

Graphic Design AS

Advanced Level
Graphic Design BS

Academic Options

Layout and Production Skills

Academic Goals
Be sure your academic goals are in line with your career goals. (The intensity of the white bar
indicates the level of education most likely required for each career option.)

Illustrative Designer
Publication Designer
Persuasive Designer
Packaging Designer
Interactive Designer

Digital Design Diploma

Graphic Design AS

Graphic Design BS

Academic Options

Production Artist

How can you achieve the skill
levels necessary to develop a
competitive portfolio?
What is the secret to launching a successful career in graphic design? A portfolio that
demonstrates the appropriate skill levels for the type of design work sought.
Click on each number for success tips.

The Path to Success
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Click on each icon for additional information

Career/Department Specific Support
• Student Help Forum: click here
–		 Includes a directory of support services, a variety of student
workshop recordings, portfolio critiquing services and more.
• Online Library (Campus Common > My Academics [top menu] >
Online Library OR Course Home > Academic Resources > Library)
– Offers links to an abundance of industry resources, including:
research databases, stock images, online magazines,
professional organizations and misc. information.

Helpful Resources

• Workshops - look for announcements and invitations
– Live webinars on career focused topics.
• AiConnections (Campus Common > AiConnections > Graphic
Design Group)
– Includes a department blog featuring relevant program
and industry information, a calendar of events and various
discussion forums.
• Faculty Contact (Your personal faculty contact in the Graphic
Design department)
–		 Your primary contact for questions relating to your career goals
and portfolio preparation.
– Email: _AIPODGDStudentMentoring@edmc.edu

